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few means of escaping from their condition and
becoming rich ; but the rich are constantly becoming
poor, or they give up business when they have realized
a fortune. Thus the elements of which the class of
the poor is composed are fixed ; but the elements of
which the class of the rich is composed are not so.
To say the truth, though there are rich men, the class
of rich men does not exist ; for these rich individuals
have no feelings or purposes in common, no mutual
traditions or mutual hopes ; there are therefore
members., but no body.
Not only are the rich not compactly united among
themselves, but there is no real bond between them
and the poor. Their relative position is not a per-
manent one ; they are constantly drawn together or
separated by their interests. The workman is gener-
ally dependent on the master, but not on any par-
ticular master ; these two men meet in the factory,
but know not each other elsewhere ; and while they-
come into contact on one point, they stand very wide
apart on all others. The manufacturer asks nothing
of the workman but his labour ; the workman expects
nothing from him but his wages. The one contracts
no obligation to protect, nor the other to defend ; and
they are not permanently connected either by habit
or by duty. The aristocracy created by business
rarely settles in the midst of the manufacturing
population which it directs : the object is not to
govern that population, but to use it. An aristocracy
thus constituted can have no great hold upon those
whom it employs ; and even if it succeed in retaining
them at one moment, they escape the next : it knows,
not how to will, and it cannot act. The territorial
aristocracy of former ages was either bound by law,
or thought itself bound by usage, to come to the relief
of its serving-men, and to succour their distresses.